ith the sudden death of the
Institute’s Director, Professor
Harry McGurk in April, I have

been Acting Director pending the appoint-
ment of an interim or permanent Director.

Since the last edition of Family Matters,
staff have been busy completing the cur-
rent three-year research plan (1995-98)
and developing a new program for the
next triennium, 1998-2001.

One new direction in the Institute’s
research, introduced in this issue of Fam-
ily Matters, is the Social Exchanges program
which will address key social policy issues
for families. For an introduction to this new
Institute research and an overview of the
various contributions in this issue that
relate to this theme, see Ian Winter’s arti-
cle, ‘Social Exchanges: Families, Commu-
nities, States and Markets’ on p.5. Among
the contributions we are pleased to pub-
lish articles by the Minister for Family Ser-
vices and Shadow Minister for Education
and Youth Affairs, defining social capital
and exploring its implications for social
policy in Australia.

he Institute’s Australian Family Life

Course Study is progressing well, with
plans now advanced for the second stage
of data collection. A book on Work and
Family, funded by Esso, is near completion
and due for publication early in the new
year.

Parenting plays a core role in the nur-
ture of children, their socialisation and
the transmission of values from one gen-
eration to the next. The Institute study
Parenting 21 explores how Australian par-
ents from a variety of cultural backgrounds
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pass on their values to their children. Data
collected from some 378 families Aus-
tralia-wide, including a sample from the
Vietnamese communities in Melbourne,
is now complete and is being analysed.

Work with the National Child Protection
Clearing House, hosted by the Institute,
continues to grow. A number of comple-
mentary research projects, undertaken in
recent times, are drawing to a close — in
particular, the evaluation of a Victorian Pilot
Implementation of Looking After Children
and, on behalf of the Victorian Department
of Human Services, an evaluation of three
innovative child protection strategies.

The Later Life Families Study of 721
men and women aged 50-70 was con-
ducted in late 1996 and, with the findings
of the study now complete, a number of
papers have been presented at national
conferences and published in Family Mat-
ters or as Institute Working Papers.

The Family Formation, Dissolution and
Reformation series of projects, designed
with the goal of improving the under-
standing of factors affecting marital and
family stability, are progressing well. A
preliminary submission to the Family Law
Council’s Clean Break committee, and a
draft report to the Office of the Status of
Women on Spousal Violence and Post
Separation Financial Outcomes have been
achieved, and the preparation of working
papers on child support, superannuation
and property division are well advanced.

The past three months have been diffi-
cult for the research team working in this
area due to the death of Dr Kate Funder,
the project’s principal researcher. Else-
where in the journal there is an obituary
for Kate, however I would like to pay spe-
cial tribute to her as a friend and colleague.
Kate was a person of immense charm and
intelligence, committed to her work and
this Institute. Her contribution will be
greatly missed for many years to come.

lanning for the Institute’s Australian

Family Research Conference, to be
held in Melbourne on 25-27 November
1998, is well advanced. Some 158 presen-
tations have been scheduled over the three
days, together with some interesting and
well-known keynote speakers. Interest in
the conference to date has been high
which suggests that prospective attendees
should register early. For further details of
the conference see p.4 of this issue.

O n 15 July 1998, the Minster for Fam-
ily Services The Hon. Warwick Smith
MP announced that Hon. Dame Margaret
Guilfoyle DBE would replace outgoing
member Ms Ann Sherry as presiding mem-
ber of the Board of Management. Dame
Margaret will be well known to readers,
having served on the Board since 1993.
The Minister also announced that Ms
Louise Staley, Professor John Mathews
AM, Professor Donald Chalmers, and Pro-
fessor Steven Schwartz have accepted his
invitation to join the Board.

I welcome these appointments, and
refer readers to the following section which
provides a profile of new Board members.

INSTITUTE BOARD OF MANAGEMENT

The Minister for Family Services, The Hon Warwick
Smith MP, announced the appointment of four new
members of the Institute’s Board of Management on
16 July 1998, a total of eight members. He also con-
firmed the appointment of a new Presiding member of
the Board.

Presiding Member

Dame Margaret Guilfoyle DBE, who as been a mem-
ber of the Institute’s Board of Management since
1993, has been reappointed and takes over from Ann
Sherry as Presiding member. Dame Margaret is the
Deputy Chair of the Infertility Treatment Authority, the
Chair of the Judicial Review Tribunal and a Director of
the Australian Children’s Television Authority. She also
serves on a number of trusts and foundations. She was
a Senator for Victoria, 1971-87; Minister for Finance,
1980-83; Minister for Social Security, 1975-80; and
Minister Assisting the Prime Minister in Child Care
Matters, 1975-76.

New Members

Professor Donald Chalmersis Professor of Law at the
University of Tasmania. He is a member of the
Executive Council of the National Health and
Medical Research Council, and Chairman of the Aus-
tralian Health Ethics Council of the National Health and
Medical Research Council. Professor Chalmers worked
in the United Kingdom and Papua New Guinea before
taking up his first appointment at the University of
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Tasmania in 1978. Professor Chalmers has been a Law
Reform Commissioner for the State of Tasmania, a
Member of the National Bio-Ethics Consultative Com-
mittee, and of the Schools Board of Tasmania and was
Chairman of the State of Tasmania Committee of
Enquiry into Artificial Conception and Related Matters,
1984-85.

Professor John Matthews AM s the Foundation Direc-
tor of the Menzies School of Health Research and the
Director of the Cooperative Research Centre for Abo-
riginal and Tropical Health in Darwin, and the Sir
Robert Menzies Professor at the University of Sydney.
After working in Papua New Guinea, Melbourne and
in the United Kingdom, Professor Matthews became
the Director of the Menzies School of Health Research
in 1985. He has been a member of some 25 expert
Committees of the National Health and Medical
Research Council, and was a member of the Com-
monwealth AIDS Research Grants Committee,
1987-93. Professor Matthews was made a Member,
General Division, Order of Australia in 1994.

Ms Louise Staleyis an Industrial Analyst with National
Mutual Funds Management in Victoria. She is an
Associate of the Securities Institute of Australia, a
Co-convenor of Melbourne Women in Equity Mar-
kets, and a Member of the Australian Centre for Con-
temporary Art. Ms Staley participated in an Australian
Political Exchange Council delegation to China in

May 1998, and was a member of the University of
Melbourne Council, 1985-90.

Professor Steven Schwartzis Vice Chancellor of Mur-
doch University in Western Australia. The author of 13
books and some 120 journal articles, Professor
Schwartz is an expert in Health Management, and the
Measurement of Health Outcomes. He is Director of the
Council for International Educational Exchange, Chair
of the Western Australian Higher Education Commit-
tee and a member of the Advisory Council of the Cen-
tre for Independent Studies. He is also a member of the
boards of the Centre for Cell and Molecular Biology and
the Centre for Opthamology and Visual Science.

Existing Members

As announced in the Autumn 1998 edition of Family
Matters, two members were appointed to the Board in
December 1997.

Mrs Susan Bastick is the New South Wales State
President of the Australian Family Association.

Dr Sarah Kennedy is a General Practitioner from
Victoria with a special interest in working with young
families and adolescents.

Professor Bob Gregory, Professor of Economics of
the Research School of Social Sciences at the Australian
National University, was appointed to the Board in
1989, and reappointed in 1991, 1993, and 1995.
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