Preface

This report, the National Audit of Child Protection Research 1995-2004, builds on the
groundbreaking work by Associate Professor Judy Cashmore and Dr Frank Ainsworth
in 2004, in completing the Audit of Out of Home Care research. Their audit high-
lighted the small amount of research in out of home care in Australia, as does the
current volume in relation to child protection research. The authors of this report
greatly valued Professor Cashmore’s willingness to act as a consultant and critical
friend to the project.

Ideally, the database of projects identified in the current audit will continue to grow
and, as such, will represent an increasingly useful resource, both for the Australian
Centre for Child Protection and the Australian Institute of Family Studies. Beyond the
Institute and the Australian Centre, the audit and database will be available to
researchers and policy makers, and will be invaluable in establishing current and
future research priorities.

At a seminar she gave at the Australian Institute of Family Studies earlier this year, Pro-
fessor Dorothy Scott, Foundation Director of the Australian Centre for Child
Protection, highlighted the need for a National Research Agenda in the child protec-
tion field. I acknowledge the vision of Professor Scott and her colleagues in
commissioning this audit, which is an important step in establishing such an agenda.
We are delighted to be working collaboratively with Professor Scott and the Australian
Centre for Child Protection. The National Child Protection Clearinghouse, within the
Institute, values highly this opportunity for collaboration.

I congratulate the authors, Daryl Higgins, Ren Adams, Leah Bromfield, Nick Richard-
son and Melissa Aldana, for adding an important resource to the available literature on
child protection.

Alan Hayes
Director
Australian Institute of Family Studies
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Disclaimer:

The views expressed in this report are those of the individual authors and may not nec-
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